IS    POLAND    LOST?

her into Swedish waters. She returned home via
Germany, where she was arrested and released.
The same happened in Austria. Finally, however,
she was able to report to Pilsudski. She gave him
a detailed account of the situation in Russia, the
activities of the Polish organization there, and
other important matters. All of which shows that
even when captured and tortured, the Polish
women had no other thought than to serve their
country in every possible way.

There was a whole army of Polish women spies
everywhere, in Russia as well as in other countries,
gathering information, making propaganda among
the Poles and, at all times, cleverly camouflaging
their activities by an assumed profession or by
the exercise of their charms on enemy officers.

But why was it that the women, and mostly
young women of the educated classes, thus dis-
tinguished themselves in tasks which are ordinarily
undertaken only by the most intrepid of men?
Were they out for a 'thrill*? In other words, was
their fierce determination, their reckless courage,
their amazing resource in circumstances of grave
danger, due to causes that belong to the realm
of sexual pathology? The answer is that in the
case of the Polish women, with their long tradition
of heroic self-sacrifice for people and country,
patriotism was a strong enough impelling force*
As Sophie Barthel de Weydenthal soberly wrote:

'Intelligence work was not pleasant, but it
was most important and necessary, and had to
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